
Take action with Grassy Narrows in May 2016! 

In May 2016 members of the Grassy Narrows community will continue their strong leadership in 

demanding justice for their community and the environment. We need your support to help make this 

happen. 

On the week of May 30- June 3 members of the Grassy Narrows community will come to Toronto for River 

Run 2016. They will lead a week of events to raise public awareness about their struggle for justice and 

water protection. The week will culminate in a large march to Queen’s Park. Through these events, the 

Grassy Narrows community will show their strength, present their demands, and garner public support for 

their struggle for clean water and control over their lives and their lands. 

Grassy Narrows community members will be demanding: 

• (i) justice concerning the toxic levels of mercury that are in their fish, 

• (ii) an end to clear-cutting in their territory, and 

• (iii) sovereignty over their territory in order to prevent such environmental disasters in the future 

Fifty years ago, a paper mill in Dryden, Ontario began contaminating the Wabigoon River upstream of the 

Grassy Narrows community. The community continues to be drastically affected by this contamination. 

New evidence indicates that mercury levels in some lakes continue to rise, while the long term exposure 

has resulted in increasing symptoms of mercury poisoning in the community, including signs of congenital 

mercury poisoning in young children. Grassy Narrows community members are calling on the Wynne 

government to clean up the river system and address the ongoing effects of mercury poisoning. 

In April 2014, the ten-year Forestry Management Plan for the Whiskey Jack Forest began, which plans for 

logging within Grassy Narrows’ traditional territory. This Plan does not have the consent of the people of 

Grassy Narrows and is a breach of their treaty and Aboriginal rights. Clear-cut logging has already destroyed 

large swaths of forest, impacted traditional hunting and trapping practices in the community, and is 

associated with increased release of toxic mercury. 

The week of the River Run will be filled with events that will pressure the government of Kathleen 

Wynne to act on these deplorable situations. 

Events will include: 

• A press conference 

• Public speaking events to educate people from southern Ontario about Grassy Narrows’ struggle 

with mercury poisoning and against clearcut logging, and 

• A march of hundreds to Queen’s Park to present the demands of the Grassy Narrows community 

The week’s events will be led by the Grassy Narrows Women’s Drum Group. A Toronto-based organizing 

network has formed to take direction from the Grassy Narrows grassroots leaders in helping to implement 

the logistics of the events that Grassy Narrows has planned. 

We need your support... 



(1) There are costs associated with this week of events- the largest of which are transportation costs for 

the Grassy Narrows community’s 1,700 km trip to Toronto, as well as logistical costs for hosting them in 

Toronto for a week. The estimated costs will be in the region of $30, 000. It is for this reason that we 

are asking your organization to support this initiative financially as generously as you can. 

Please make cheques payable to Earth Justice Action and put “River Run” in the notes line. 

You can send them to: 

Earth Justice Action 

C/o Daniella Moss 

395 Pape Avenue 

Toronto, ON   M4K 3P3 

 

(2) We are also looking for organizations and union locals to endorse the event. If you are able to do this 

please email: riverrun2016@gmail.com 

 

(3) Since we are trying to raise as much attention as possible to the demands of the Grassy Narrows 

community we would love to see you and your members at our events. Please circulate information 

about all of the week’s events to your email lists, newsletters, Facebook, twitter, website, etc. You will 

be able to find more information in the near future at www.freegrassy.net 

We hope that you will be able to support this initiative with finances, endorsements, and participation. 

 

Sincerely, 

The River Run Coalition Finance Team 

 

See attached: 

(i) River Run 2016 Budget 

(ii) News Article from 2014 River Run 

(iii) Grassy Narrows Women’s Drum Group Invitation Letter 

(iv) Grassy Narrows Chief and Council Support Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 



River Run 2016 Budget 

Category Total Cost 

Travel for Grassy Narrows Community Members to Toronto $8 500 

Accommodations $6 000 

River Run Rally $2 000 

Materials and Supplies $1 000 

Press Conference $   500 

Speaking Event $   500 

Promotion & Outreach $   500 

Food $6 000 

Accessibility $1 000 

Community Members Honoraria $4 000 

                                           TOTAL COST FOR RIVER RUN 2016    $30 000           



Opinion 

Grassy Narrows First Nation 'not victims,' says advocate

Community dealing with health effects after mercury was dumped into river 40 years ago

By Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, for CBC News Posted: Jul 31, 2014 5:00 AM ET Last Updated: Jul 

31, 2014 5:00 AM ET 

The people of Grassy Narrows First Nation have been coping with and resisting the violence of ongoing 

dispossession in their homeland for the last 100 years or more.

Like other indigenous communities in Canada, they have survived their children being taken away from 

them in the residential school system. They have maintained their community through successive 

versions of the Indian Act, which at times restricted their movements on and off the reserve, removed 

women from political processes, and made it illegal for them to hire lawyers or organize politically.

They have maintained their families despite being corralled into the reserve system and relocated to 

facilitate flooding for hydroelectric development.

• Ontario First Nations ready to die defending lands: chiefs

• Mercury survivors neglected by government, Grassy Narrows First Nation claims

• Grassy Narrows elder Steve Fobister ends hunger strike

•  Vist CBC Aboriginal for more top stories

Then for eight years in the late 1960s and early 1970s, a paper mill in Dryden, Ont., dumped 20,000 

pounds of mercury into the English-Wabigoon River, the lifeblood of local Anishinaabe people.

The impacts of this contamination are still being felt in the bodies, hearts and minds of the people of 

Asubpeeschoseewagong (Grassy Narrows), Wabaseemoong (Whitedog) and Wabauskang First 

Nations.

Forty years later, the mercury is not out of the ecosystem and it is still causing severe health impacts on 

the land and in the bodies of the people.

Unfortunately, this is not the only poison these communities are facing. Their territory is regularly 

sprayed with pesticides for new tree plantations after deforestation. Their rivers are still being polluted 

with pulp mill effluent, and their trap lines, hunting grounds and ceremonial spots are also being clear-

cut.

People of Grassy Narrows are not victims

Members of Grassy Narrows have conducted their own scientific studies documenting heavy metals, 

dioxins and furans and organochlorines in their fish and wild meat. They have undertaken several health 

surveys. They have participated in every conceivable provincial and federal process to address these 

issues. 

They have presented at the United Nations  Permanent Forum on indigenous Issues. They have 

protested and developed long- term relationships with allies and activists all over the world. They have 

hosted  world-renowned medical doctors and scientists specializing in mercury poisoning,  as well as a 

variety of academics, activists and allies at countless community gatherings. 
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Grassy Narrows First Nation has organized and maintained the longest-running logging blockade 

in Canadian history. They have fought the dismissal of their treaties rights in court. They have done 

endless media interviews, workshops and educational campaigns designed to educate Canadians about 

these injustices. 

They have sung, danced, created art, taught their children their language, breast-fed, done their 

ceremonies, fished, hunted, trapped and picked medicines, anyway.

Treaty 'not a bill of sale'

Grassy Narrows has been fighting to hang onto what it means to be Anishinaabeg now for more than 

100 years.

All the while, Ontario and Canada continue to enact policy designed to remove Anishinaabe people from 

the land so they can hyper-develop natural resources.

All the while, Ontario facilitates the clear-cutting of their territory without their permission or consent, and 

the poisoning of their waterways without their permission or consent — attacking not just their ability to 

feed themselves, but their ability to live as a people.

Grassy Narrows has the right to say no to development, and Canada and Ontario have the responsibility 

to hear and respect that no.

Grassy Narrows has the right and the responsibility to live as Anishinaabeg people — hunting, fishing, 

trapping, collecting medicines, picking berries, conducting ceremonies, singing, dancing, telling stories, 

teaching their children and loving each other and their homeland.

Their ancestors signed Treaty 3 to ensure that their coming generations would be able to live as 

Anishinaabeg in their homeland. Their ancestors were brilliant diplomats. It took four years to negotiate 

this treaty because of the strength and commitment of those Anishinaabeg negotiators. 

They intended to protect their self-determination as a nation. They intended to share some of their lands 

with Canada and to accommodate Canadian interests, and they intended to protect others so their 

people could live out unharassed and undeterred in their homeland. 

'Canada simply cannot set aside Anishinaabeg political traditions and our understandings of the 

treaty because it’s convenient, they have the power to do so, and they want the land.'- Leanne 

Betasamosake Simpson

They intended to forge a political relationship, a mutually benefiting reciprocal and proportional 

relationship based on respect.

Contrary to the position of Ontario and Canada, and now the Supreme Court of Canada, treaties are not 

a bill of sale. Treaty 3 lands are not ceded.

Canada simply cannot set aside Anishinaabeg political traditions and our understandings of the treaty 

because it’s convenient, they have the power to do so, and they want the land. That is not fair or 

honourable and it serves only to perpetuate a dysfunctional relationship between Canadians and 

indigenous peoples into the next generation.
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The Anishinaabeg way of life that Grassy Narrows has been fighting so hard to protect has never been a 

threat to Canada. This beautiful and powerful way of being in the world is a gift, and a key to our 

sustainable future.
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March 2, 2016 

 

Letter from the Grassy Narrows Women’s Drum Group 

 

Take action with Grassy Narrows Asubpeeschoseewagong Take action with Grassy Narrows Asubpeeschoseewagong Take action with Grassy Narrows Asubpeeschoseewagong Take action with Grassy Narrows Asubpeeschoseewagong 

AnishinabekAnishinabekAnishinabekAnishinabek    

Please join us in Toronto for River Run 2016, where we’ll continue our tradition of community-led action 

for justice. We work for justice for our people, and for the protection of the water, air, and forests that 

give life to us all. 

In 2010, 2012 and 2014, we marched together as one wild river flowing onto the steps of Queen’s Park 

to deliver our demands for a clean environment, a healthy community, and recognition of our right to 

self-determination. We ask that you join us again this year to make clear to those at Queen’s Park that 

we’re as strong as ever, and will continue to demand justice for our people, protection for our 

environment, and clean water for our community. 

To endorse, donate, support, or for more information contact us at riverrun2016@gmail.com 

Over 40 years ago our people were poisoned by mercury from a paper mill that contaminated our river 

upstream. Our people are demanding justice because we are still dealing with the ongoing health 

impacts of this avoidable disasters. It’s an inescapable truth that this poison will affect everyone if we 

don’t stand together to protect our water.  

For decades the GNAA community members have been on the front lines of the movement to defend 

the earth and to uphold indigenous self-determination, culture and spirituality. We have driven away 

logging companies who were set on clearcutting our forests, but the Ontario Ministry of Natural 

Resources continues to support these destructive industries with its new Forest Management Plan. We 

are also calling on the Ontario government to clean up our river for the health of our people. 

Joining in River Run 2016 is a great opportunity to show your support and to join us in the fight to 

protect our rights and the water, air, land, and creatures that we all depend on. 

Miigwetch, 

 

 

Grassy Narrows Women’s Drum GroupGrassy Narrows Women’s Drum GroupGrassy Narrows Women’s Drum GroupGrassy Narrows Women’s Drum Group    






