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In the new spirit this Apology has created, let us unite our hearts and minds  

in the wholeness of life that the Great Spirit has given us. 
—late Elder Edith Memnook, 1988 General Council 

Fall 2015 

   

Implementing the Truth and Reconciliation’s Calls to Action 
Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential Schools Responds 
 
The 42nd General Council directed the Executive of General Council (GCE) through the 
Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential Schools and Aboriginal Ministries 
Council to 

• develop ways to reaffirm commitment to building right relations 
• consider actions in response to the 94 Calls to Action issued by the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission (TRC) on June 2, 2015 
• develop strategies and materials to assist the church in supporting, educating 

about, and implementing the Calls to Action 
• encourage collaborative initiatives on the Calls to Action with ecumenical 

partners  
• encourage congregations to engage in education and actions for reconciliation  

 
At its October 2015 meeting, the Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential 
Schools (CIJRS), with many new faces, took up this direction with vigour. 
 

  
 
 

CIJRS meeting at General Council 
office: Standing, L to R: Sara Stratton 
(newly employed Reconciliation and 
Indigenous Justice Animator), Ken 
Albert (Ontario/Quebec Aboriginal 
Congregations), Maggie McLeod 
(Executive Minister, Aboriginal 
Ministries and Indigenous Justice), Vic 
Wiebe (GCE), Nora Sanders (General 
Secretary), Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell, 
Nichole Vonk (General Council 
Archivist), Cecile Fausak (western-
based Reconciliation and Indigenous 
Justice Animator), Ray Jones (BC 
Native Ministries). Seated, L to R: 
Barbara Wilson [Kii’iljus] (BC Native 
Ministries, newly selected as Chair), 
Norma General Lickers (All Native 
Circle Conference), Murray Whetung 
(Honorary Elder from Curve Lake First 
Nation). Missing members from photo: 
Martha Pedoniquotte (Ontario/Quebec 
Aboriginal Congregations) and Bill 
Snow (All Native Circle Conference). 
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Committee members and General Council Office staff participated in the KAIROS-
facilitated Blanket Exercise. It was a valuable time of learning and community 
building. This is one of the key educational tools KAIROS partners are using to teach 
the history that few have been taught in school.  
 
The committee reviewed Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
that have implications for the church:  

1) Call to Action #48 calls the churches to adopt the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation, and 
report by March 31, 2016, as to how they will implement the Declaration. 

CIJRS forwarded to GCE a draft proposal to adopt the Declaration and establish a task 
group that will plan for the implementation of its principles, norms, and standards as a 
framework for reconciliation. GCE approved it on November 22, 2015. The task group 
will meet in the New Year. One of its first priorities will be to issue a progress 
statement by March 31, with a view to developing ways to do ongoing assessment.  

 
2) Call to Action #60 calls upon the churches as follows: 

… in collaboration with Indigenous spiritual leaders, Survivors, schools of 
theology, seminaries, and other religious training centres, to develop and teach 
curriculum for all student clergy, and all clergy and staff who work in Aboriginal 
communities, on the need to respect Indigenous spirituality in its own right, the 
history and legacy of residential schools and the roles of the church parties in 
that system, the history and legacy of religious conflict in Aboriginal families 
and communities, and the responsibility that churches have to mitigate such 
conflicts and prevent spiritual violence. 

The committee invited the deans and principals of United Church of Canada theology 
schools and training centres to consider how to implement recommendation #60 at 
their December meeting, and they are doing so. 
 

3) Call to Action #62 calls upon governments to make age-appropriate curriculum 
on residential schools, Treaties, and Aboriginal peoples’ historical and 
contemporary contributions to Canada a mandatory requirement for K-12 
students. 

The committee gave full support to the KAIROS campaign Education for Reconciliation, 
which provides individualized report cards and petitions for each province and territory 
to advocate for the implementation of Call #62. Individuals are invited to meet with 
their MLA/MPP and conduct mass Blanket Exercises on legislative grounds on June 2.  
 
August 2016 marks the 30th anniversary of the United Church’s 1986 Apology to First 
Nations. The committee also recommended that GCE approve a motion that directs 
Conferences and presbyteries to recognize this important moment by reading both the 
1986 Apology and the 1988 response from All Native Circle Conference. Resources will 
be developed to assist the church in participating in this recognition. For example, 
Sorry: Why Our Church Apologized. 
  

http://carolynpogue.ca/books.htm
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Ken Albert represented the committee at 
a mid-November ecumenical gathering, 
Peoples of Faith Moving Forward in 
Reconciliation. Great Spirit brought 
together about 60 people from some 20 
denominational entities, and ecumenical 
agencies, as well traditional spiritual 
Elders. Fifteen proposals geared to 
working together on responding to the 
TRC Calls to Action were generated. They 
will be reviewed by the participating 
organizations as to determine priority 
and capacity. As one Innu Anglican 
participant said, “Colonization was hard 
work; don’t get lazy now during 
decolonization.” By the end of January 
2016, it is hoped that there will be some 
consensus on which actions to take 
collaboratively.  

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Opens 
Drizzle could not dampen the spirits of those gathered on November 3, 2015, in 
Winnipeg to witness the lighting of the sacred fire as the first act of the launch of the 
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR). Moderator Jordan Cantwell, 
Executive Minister of Aboriginal Ministries Circle and Indigenous Justice Maggie 
McLeod, and Indigenous Justice and Residential School Advisor James Scott 
represented The United Church of Canada. Speaker Cheryl Jourdain and Executive 
Secretary Shannon McCarthy represented All Native Circle Conference and Manitoba 
and Northwestern Ontario Conference, respectively. The NCTR is housed in Chancellor 
Hall on the campus of the University of Manitoba. Individuals can experience the 
centre through its database at www.nctr.ca. 

The NCTR will preserve and make available all the material collected by the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. The NCTR is a living, learning centre that holds the 
recorded stories of thousands of survivors of residential schools and others who 
worked at the schools. The records and photographs submitted to the commission by 
the federal government and the churches that operated the schools, and the records 
of the TRC itself. The centre received millions of documents, which will be added to 
the website as they are processed. 

As part of the official ceremonies, the NCTR honoured the contribution of former 
National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Phil Fontaine to the truth and 
reconciliation process in Canada. Mr. Fontaine, a former residential school student, 
told his story publicly on CBC in 1990. He continued to seek a process to acknowledge 
the hidden history of the schools and a path for healing. This eventually led to the 
Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement and the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada.  On November 4, the centre organized an education day for 
2,000 students from Winnipeg. This provided opportunity to learn about the history 
and impact of the residential school system and the importance of the NCTR. 

The NCTR has hosted Community Engagement Sessions across Canada this fall, 
describing its mandate and seeking input on what people want to obtain from the 
centre and how. 

Newsprint everywhere! Sharing experiences that brought 
ecumenical participants to this moment on the journey 
of reconciliation, actions that each organization has 
taken and plans to take, and proposals for further work 
together.  
Photo: Cecile Fausak 

http://www.nctr.ca/
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Winding up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission by December 31  
The commissioners of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission met with the leaders 
of the parties to the Settlement Agreement in Montreal on October 30 to report on 
progress regarding the wind-up of the commission. The parties agreed to a final six-
month extension, allowing the commission to complete its Final Report, transfer its 
database to the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, wrap up litigation, and 
finalize financial accounting. 

The commissioners reported that the Final Report is on track to be released in Ottawa 
on December 15 in both English and French, with an oral summary report available in 
six Indigenous languages (Ojibway, Cree, Mi’kmaq, Blackfoot, Dene, and Inuit). The 
TRC database was successfully transferred to the National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation. Several litigious issues have been settled and the commission is in the 
process of closing its office in Winnipeg. 

The final meeting between the commissioners and the parties is scheduled for 
December 11 in Ottawa. The party leaders also discussed how they will continue to 
work together on reconciliation post-TRC. An initial meeting is set for February 5, 
2016, to be held at The United Church of Canada’s General Council Office. 

A New Time for Advocacy for Indigenous Rights?  
As the federal election drew closer this fall, there was a palpable sense that we might 
be entering a new time of advocacy around issues affecting Indigenous peoples. Both 
major opposition parties signalled a commitment to the Calls to Action of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, and polls demonstrated that some kind of electoral 
change was in the air. 

During this time, the United Church launched a number of initiatives in our areas of 
concern. We provided an updated Take Action on missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls in time for the October 4 nation-wide vigils. We signed 

letters of support regarding water conditions in 
Indigenous communities, one concerning 
Grassy Narrows in particular and another 
addressing the systemic water problem that has 
been facing the country for decades. If we are 
to live into reconciliation and honour our treaty 
and nation-to-nation relationships, then a big 
part of that is ensuring equitable distribution of 
resources and services.  
 
Following up on the General Council 41 
resolution initiated by BC Native Ministries 
opposing the Northern Gateway pipeline, the 
Take Action to “pull together” with BC 
First Nations, who were going to court to 
challenge the approval of the pipeline, was 
renewed. The United Church was also 
signatory to a letter acknowledging, with 
thanks, the new government’s moratorium on 
tanker traffic off the BC coast. While the file is 
not closed, Northern Gateway is effectively 
stalled at this point, as are the threats it 
posed to ecosystems and the cultural and 
spiritual practices of many First Nations 
peoples on the coast. 

Liberal leader Justin Trudeau with young 
drummers in the Heart Garden at Rideau 
Hall, June 3, 2015. 
 
Photo: Cecile Fausak 
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The Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell, Moderator of the United Church, wrote to Prime 
Minister Trudeau expressing hope that we are now entering a time of “increased 
collaboration between civil society and government,” and specifically anticipating 
working with the government to fully implement the TRC Calls to Action, including 
implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
renewing nation-to-nation relationships, and holding a national inquiry into murdered 
and missing Indigenous women and girls.  
 
The United Church is heading to Paris for the UN Climate meetings, or Conference of 
Parties (COP) 21. Among the delegation is the Chair of the Committee on Indigenous 
Justice and Residential Schools, Kii’iljus (Barbara J. Wilson), who takes with her a 
strong sense of the impact that climate change and the fossil fuel economy have on 
Indigenous communities, particularly in the North and on islands.  

Indifferent No More in Newmarket, ON 
By Tom Sagar, Member of York Region KAIROS group  

In the fall of 2014, a group of supporters of KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice 
Initiatives decided to be more intentional about raising awareness in the Newmarket 
community of the importance of the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
especially as its Final Report was to be issued in June 2015. 
 
They began by joining Holy Cross Lutheran Church in a visit with a First Nations family 
in nearby Georgina Island First Nation. During the previous year, Holy Cross had 
organized a series of discussions on books such as The Inconvenient Indian and 
Buffalo Shout, Salmon Cry. During the winter of 2015, the book club continued in the 
home of KAIROS supporters using a different format, discussing The Comeback and 
Unsettling the Settler Within. During one of these book club gatherings, the idea 
surfaced of asking the Town of Newmarket to declare June 2015 as Aboriginal Month. 
The Regional Councillor responded immediately and positively.  
 
The second idea was to organize an April event called Indifferent No More, as a settler 
Canadian response to the Idle No More movement. Three speakers were invited:  
• Gladys Radek, who had visited Keswick and Newmarket during the 2011 

Walk4Justice in support of justice for missing and murdered women 
• Riscylla Shaw, an Anglican priest and Metis woman who had attended all the 

national TRC events and who planned to go to the closing activities in Ottawa in 
June 

• Brian Schouten, from the York Region District School Board, regarding their 
progress in helping Aboriginal students to self-identify and in developing 
curriculum materials for all grades 

Elder Becky Big Canoe opened the evening with prayers and a welcome to the 
traditional territory. There were books for purchase. The KAIROS group particularly 
appreciated the support of Linda Parsons, co-chair of the United Church Toronto 
Conference Living into Right Relations Circle; and the Catholic Peace group, Pax Christi 
Toronto. 
 
In fall 2015, York Region KAIROS group arranged for two more events. Dave Gordon 
organized a day visit to Curve Lake First Nation for a busload of people, many from 
Anglican parishes in York and Peel Regions. Jane and Tom Sagar spoke to a 
Scarborough Catholic elementary school assembly and classroom about the TRC Calls 
to Action.  
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All these simple initiatives have created and maintained the momentum of 
reconciliation. York Region KAIROS hopes that Canadians in other communities will be 
encouraged to take even more imaginative concrete steps, ecumenically.  

November 2015 Mandate Magazine Theme “Reconciliation” 
Looking for study material, worship resources, encouraging stories about what worked 
on taking steps on the journey of truth and reconciliation in congregations? Whether 
you are getting started or going deeper, get a copy of the November 2015 issue of 
Mandate magazine from UCRDstore.ca. 
 
Check out these contents: 

• “Decolonizing the Bible” by Anglican Native Bishop Mark MacDonald 
• Programs for Adults including “A Framework for Reconciliation”  
• Book and Video Study guides 
• Programs for Children and Youth  

Saskatchewan All My Relations Network Gathers  
By Bill Wall, co-chair of AMRN 

Elder Rod King of Saskatoon, former chief of Little Pine First Nation, kicked off the 
annual fall gathering of the Saskatchewan Conference All My Relations Network 
(AMRN) on the theme of “The Land: Stories of Pain and Hope,” stating: “What has 
been happening between the First Nations and the rest of the population is a clash of 
values. When we live by our ceremonies and traditional values, we are strong.” 
 
Community building among 21 participants at Cedar Lodge, Blackstrap, began with 
smudging and prayers, introductions and a mixing game, and continued throughout 
the event November 9–11, 2015, with both in-depth sharing and light-hearted fun. 
There was a near equal number of Indigenous and non-Indigenous participants. The 
group also experienced the KAIROS Blanket Exercise, gaining a sense of what it was 
like for Indigenous peoples to have their lands taken from them through the steady 
advance of colonization. 
 
Winona Wheeler, Associate Professor of Indigenous Studies at the University of 
Saskatchewan, gave two keynote addresses. Through the political resurgence for 
Indigenous peoples in the 1960s and ’70s, the driving question for Wheeler was, “How 
did we get into the mess we are in today?”  
 
Wheeler shared much about how society was traditionally organized, with children at 
the centre, taught how to behave and how to relate to others through a yearly cycle of 
storytelling. What we are contending with today is that our youth have no sense of 
place, no self-identity. In traditional societies, discipline ranged from ridicule for minor 
offences all the way to expulsion from the community for major offences. Physical 
punishment was rare. 
 
Wheeler also outlined the five stages of colonialism: 1) Steady State prior to 2) First 
European contact in the 1600s for fur trade, with the introduction of diseases and 
“three big uglies”: materialism, individualism, and patriarchy. 3) Imposition of 
Colonialism to obtain land, through residential schools, treaty signing, and the Indian 
Act. 4) Internalizing of Colonialism, when the racism is so pervasive that those 
subjected to it accept it as the truth. 5) Decolonization begins, as Indigenous persons 
say “I won’t be a victim anymore” and recover old teachings. Non-Indigenous people 
need to work at their own decolonization, i.e., changing attitudes and behaviours. 
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During sharing circle time, participants asked Winona a “burning question,” such as 
“What can a non-Indigenous person do to be an ally?” She replied, “Use your own 
voice. Educate others. Speak up when you witness racism. Correct the untruth that 
‘Indians get free stuff.’” 
 
In a session on “Where do we go from here?” the All My Relations Network generated 
many ideas, from supporting the 60s Scoop network, to working on internally 
decolonizing from the “three uglies,” to facilitating more Blanket Exercises, to working 
on local issues that foster right relations. Plans for the 2016 AMRN gathering are 
already underway, and more people are welcomed to join the network. 

Sunnybrook United Church Organizes “Home and Native” Tour  
From report by Don Hepburn and Bonnie Denhaan 

The Faith and Social Justice Committee of Sunnybrook United Church has long been 
committed to building right relations, connected to honouring the children who 
attended the Red Deer Industrial School, and who died and were buried in an 
associated cemetery. (See Mandate, May 2015, p. 50.) This year, surrounding June 
11, which was proclaimed Remembering the Children Day in Red Deer, AB, and June 
21, National Aboriginal Day, they took part in several activities.   
 
On June 15 they organized a well-received “Home and Native” bus tour. It featured 
visits to sites of importance with the city itself to First Nations peoples including Fort 
Normandeau, the Red Deer Native Friendship Centre, and the “Grandfathers” stone 
circle in Coronation Park, and a visit to the graveyard at the Industrial School site. 

 
The worship service on June 21 included 
a PowerPoint presentation about the 
school, and a Wall of Remembrance was 
officially dedicated. This wall features 
traditional items gifted to the church, 
plus explanatory plaques and historical 
photos. In the corner is a handcrafted 
wooden stand supporting a large 
sandstone block from the now-
demolished Industrial School building. It 
serves as an awareness-raising reminder 
for the congregation and visitors to 
Sunnybrook United Church. Finally, 
throughout the month of June 2015 the 
Faith and Social Justice Committee 
promoted attendance at the “Walking 
with Our Sisters” travelling exhibit at the 
Red Deer Museum and Art Gallery, a 
stunning display of moccasin vamps 
commemorating the missing and 
murdered Indigenous women of Canada. 

  

Lyle Keewatin-Richards, sitting on 
“Grandfather” stone, is the tour guide. 
 
Photo: Sam Denhaan 
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Regina Indian Industrial School Children Remembered 
The world premiere of the 45-minute documentary “RIIS from Amnesia: Recovering 
the Forgotten Legacies” was held in Regina on May 22, 2015. Since then there have 
been several screenings of the documentary and of the other shorts (e.g., “Dancing 
the Space Inbetween”) to considerable acclaim, and more booked. See 
https://youtu.be/MXH7Iumua64. 
 
The Regina Indian Industrial School (RIIS) Media Project was funded from the United 
Church In-kind Settlement Agreement Fund with $175,000. The final project report 
has been received, along with 100 copies of the DVD, which will be distributed to 
related parties. We are grateful to the Rev. Dawn Rolke and the Rev. Bill Wall for 
being the key United Church liaisons to the project. 
 
The second RIIS Memorial Walk was held October 10, 2015. Janine Windolph, 
president of the RIIS Commemorative Association Inc., says that ensuring proper 
recognition is a priority, as negotiations continue with the city and the landowner. 

Fourth Feast to Remember the Children of File Hills Residential School  
On August 21, at Okanese First Nation, the fourth traditional community feast to 
remember the children who died at Files Hills Indian Residential School was held at the 
Okanese Learning Centre. Spokespeople were survivors Glen Goforth and Ann 
Callahan, Cecile Fausak for the United Church, and Brad Childs for the Presbyterian 
Church, the founders of the school in 1889. The Saskatchewan Conference All My 
Relations Network provided funds for a cemetery sign, which was unveiled after the 
feast, and the Elders’ gifts. Local United Church congregations of Balcarres, 
Abernethy, Fort Qu’appelle, and Regina provided much of the food.  
 
In a meeting after the feast with Chief Daywalker, Councillor Richard Stonechild, 
several survivors and members of Okanese and Peepeekisis First Nations, and three 
United Church members resolved that a memorial feast for the children should be held 
annually at the end of August. August 26, 2016, is the next one. Conversation 
continues regarding more research and a permanent monument at the school site or 
at the band office.  

Contact us: LIRR@united-church.ca 

Or follow us at: www.facebook.com/indigenousjustice 

Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice Animators 
Sara Stratton  Cecile Fausak 
1-800-268-3781 ext. 2742 780-676-0562 office cell (AB-based) 

 
This newsletter is available on the United Church website:  

www.united-church.ca 

Published by the Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential Schools 
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