
 

© 2014 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial No 
Derivatives (by-nc-nd) Licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/ca.  
Any copy must include this notice. 

 
In the new spirit this Apology has created, let us unite our hearts and minds  

in the wholeness of life that the Great Spirit has given us. 
—the late Elder Edith Memnook, 1988 General Council 

Fall 2014 

   

Truth and Reconciliation Commission Enters Final Year 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, created in 2009 under the Indian 
Residential School Settlement Agreement to provide a vehicle for former students to tell 
of their experiences, entered its final year on July 1, 2014. The original five-year 
timeframe for the TRC was extended one year to enable the church entities and 
government to complete their document collection obligations and the Commission to 
write, translate and produce a final report. 

The Commission’s Closing Event will be held in Ottawa, May 31–June 3, 2015. A Truth 
and Reconciliation Transition Team of representatives of all parties to the agreement has 
been formed to 

• work with the TRC to plan and implement a successful Closing Event 
• establish and maintain a public profile for reconciliation over the coming year 
• identify ongoing means for promoting reconciliation post-June 2015 through 

education about, and implementation of, the TRC final recommendations 

The Transition Team is looking to the parties to create opportunities over the next year 
and beyond to continue the conversation on reconciliation. 

Being Reconciliation Ambassadors, Doing Reconciliation Action Plans 
By Kaisa McCandless & Sandra Bruneau, Co-chairs, Vancouver-Burrard Presbytery Reconciliation Committee 
As we contemplate the mandate of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the 
commission’s work coming to a close in June 2015, we remind ourselves that 
reconciliation is a long-term process. 

Living out the United Church’s apologies 
requires concrete action, educational 
efforts, and a sense of ownership at every 
level of the church. In order to sustain the 
energy and commitment of this ongoing 
work, two things should happen. First, it 
is important that we see ourselves as 
reconciliation ambassadors—people whose 
words and actions reflect a commitment to 
the process of reconciliation. Each of us, 
in our own ways, can also be valuable 
animators who take action to activate the 
reconciliation process. We can each take 

Prof. Mick Dodson, an Aboriginal leader and 
2009 Australian of the Year, describes 
reconciliation as “an active pursuit.” It’s a 
series of little steps, targeting the body, mind, 
and spirit. Each small success builds self-
esteem and a sense of what’s possible to 
continue building on. Reconciliation Australia 
quotes Dodson as saying that reconciliation 
is “not grand policy…so much as attention to 
detail, and persistence—making sure it 
works.” 
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simple steps to ensure that reconciliation remains in the hearts, minds, and priorities of 
people within our congregations, neighbourhoods, and communities across the country. 
Second, we need to develop and implement simple and achievable reconciliation action 
plans. Reconciliation action plans can provide clear, authentic steps to guide us in turning 
our good intentions into measurable actions. While every congregation may not initially 
have a reconciliation committee, working group, or reconciliation action plan, these are 
valuable goals toward which we can work. None of this has to be daunting, complex, or 
onerous. Personal reconciliation action plans can involve simple, doable things that 
congregants can do in the course of their day-to-day lives, such as learning on which 
First Nations’ traditional territories their homes and places of work, play, and worship are 
located, and how to pronounce the names of those nations. 

Congregational reconciliation action plans can start small and involve something as 
simple as acknowledging traditional territories at the beginning of each worship service 
and at other events hosted by the congregation. Simply recognizing and acknowledging 
the traditional territories of the people who lived and worked on this land for thousands 
of years before our church buildings were erected is a significant beginning point in a 
congregation’s reconciliation journey. Over time, congregational reconciliation action 
plans can become more detailed and wider in scope. 

It may take some time to build momentum so that a sizable number of congregations 
have reconciliation action plans, but building that momentum and “buy-in” over time is 
what the reconciliation process is about. At 1 year, 3 years, 5 years, and 10 years from 
now, which churches and which individuals will have a reconciliation action plan? Who are 
the early adopters, and who might eventually come on board as we work together? 
Reconciliation Australia has demonstrated how feasible and successful this process can 
be. We invite you to peruse Reconciliation Australia’s RAP Hub for inspiration: 
www.reconciliation.org.au/raphub/category/who-has-a-rap. 

June 11—Day to Remember in Red Deer 
An extensive renovation of Fort Normandeau Interpretive Centre (on the original site of 
Red Deer settlement), includes a new outdoor exhibit “Looking to the Past” of the Red 
Deer Industrial School and “Looking to the Future” of reconciliation. On June 11, 2014, 
Red Deer Mayor Tara Veer and a student of Westpark Middle School ceremonially 
removed blankets covering two storyboards and a mock telescope. When one looks 
through the scope, with the use of a photo, the Red Deer Industrial School appears on 

the opposite river bank where it once stood. 

Members of the Remembering the Children 
Society along with 50 grade 7 students and 
20 guests heard Mayor Veer declare June 11 as 
Remembering the Children Day henceforth, and 
the ensuing year as a “year of intention and 
encouragement of our community to work on 
their ongoing healing, reconciliation, and 
restoration efforts.” 

The students presented attendees with a Project 
of Heart pin or necklace made in class while 
learning about residential school history. 

During the day, 100 grade 7 students rotated 
between programs on residential schools and Aboriginal culture at the Red Deer Museum 
and Art Gallery and at the tipi at Fort Normandeau. About 30 adult community leaders 
took part in the Blanket Exercise at Gaetz Memorial United. They concluded that the 
exercise should be conducted on workplaces such as city hall, the museum, and the 
school board. 

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/raphub/category/who-has-a-rap/
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On October 3, 20 Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal community leaders, including the mayor 
and city councillors, gathered at Sunnybrook United Church to explore what could be 
done to enhance healing and reconciliation in the city. General Council staff person 
Charlene Burns facilitated. 

The Red Deer Museum will host the moccasin vamp exhibit “Walking with our Sisters” 
in June 2015, an opportunity to learn more 
about solidarity with the families of 
missing and murdered Aboriginal women 
and girls. 

On September 26, Don Hepburn of the 
Sunnybrook United Church and Richard 
Lightning and Charles Wood of the 
Remembering the Children Society 
received the 2014 Heritage Recognition 
Award from the Red Deer Heritage 
Preservation Committee for raising 
awareness about a piece of Red Deer 
history that had nearly been lost. 

United Church Calls for Fair, Equitable Funding for Aboriginal Education 
In July, General Secretary Nora Sanders wrote to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, 
Bernard Valcourt, urging the federal government to provide additional funding to 
Aboriginal communities for education even as negotiations on the First Nations Control of 
First Nations Education Act stalled. Federal funding per child for Aboriginal students is 
less than funding provided by the provinces for other children. The United Church has 
joined other churches and Aboriginal organizations in calling for this injustice to be 
rectified. No response has been received to the letter. 

Regina Indian Industrial School Multimedia Project 
Funded by the United Church under the terms of the Settlement Agreement, the RiiS 
Multimedia Project is exploring the legacy of the Regina Indian Industrial School (1891–
1910) and the destiny of its descendants. A long-form documentary conceived and 
directed by First Nations media makers will form the centrepiece website. Using a 
predominantly web-based delivery platform and multiple narratives, RiiS Multimedia has 
so far produced three short documentaries filmed at the TRC National Event in Edmonton 
(www.riismedia.org). 

• My Father’s Dream features the Rev. Maggie McLeod of the United Church, a 
descendant of Regina Indian Industrial School students Fred and Mary Bell Dieter, 
recounting her father’s dream of forgiving a schoolmaster’s wrongs. 

• Residential School Hockey honours First Nations hockey. Distinguished former players 
Fred Sasakamoose, Ted Hodgson, and Chief Wilton Littlechild oversee the ceremonial 
puck drop at an Edmonton Oilers game. Former Chicago Black Hawk Fred 
Sasakamoose talks about life in residential school and the National Hockey League 
during the 1950s. 

• In Jenna, a modern Inuit woman breathes life into traditional throat singing. 
 

The Riismedia team has also transcribed the Regina Indian Industrial School records, 
where legible, and sorted records according to affected communities and registration 
years, posting them on their website so that families can search for ancestors.  

To foster youth training and participation, the project held a media workshop at Calling 
Lakes Centre in May 2014. Eight young people took part in the Exploring Identity through 

http://www.riismedia.org/
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Documentary workshop. Several attendees decided to produce media projects of their 
own, and one joined RiiS Multimedia as social media coordinator. 

Third File Hills Feast to Remember the Children 
On August 22, about 90 adults and youth gathered to remember the children who died at 
the File Hills Indian Residential School (FHIRS) and are buried at the cemetery on 
Okanese First Nation, the third of four such annual feasts. Elder John Stonechild, who as 
a child may once have returned to the school on such a summer day, led the pipe 
ceremony at the cemetery site. The school operated from 1889 to 1949, staffed first by 
the Presbyterian Church and then by the United Church Women’s Missionary Society. 

Okanese Chief Marie Anne Daywalker-Pelletier, Presbyterian Church representative Mary 
Jesse, Saskatchewan Conference President Gayle Wensley, and former student Richard 

Stonechild spoke. 

Several former students were in attendance, including 
ANCC Leading Elder Lorna Standingready, Ann Thomas 
Callahan, and her auntie Pauline Creeley. The presence 
of 15 church representatives, including for the first 
time members of the Presbyterian Church, was much 
appreciated. 

Ann Callahan wrote: “I know I felt forgiveness and 
acknowledgement for whatever traumas we 
experienced and the ‘we are sorry for what happened’ 
from the United Church people in attendance. They 
feasted with us which for me is a great honor … 
everyone was so happy—[it] brought closure for us all, 
from the remarks I heard from the different people.” 

Chief Daywalker spoke of her heavy heart as she 
talked about the children, mostly unknown, who lie in 
the cemetery. She also spoke of the need for moving 
ahead, not being fixated on the past. 

Thanks to Sue Bland and the All My Relations Network 
of Saskatchewan Conference. 

Witness Blanket Goes on Tour 
Over 887 artifacts from residential schools have been collected and “woven” into a wood-
based art installation “blanket” of historical significance. It includes the old and revised 
crests of The United Church of Canada, and memorabilia from several United Church–run 
schools, including a piece of the swing from File Hills school and a tea cloth embroidered 
by girls at the Edmonton school. 

At a project unveiling on September 16 in Victoria, BC, artist Carey Newman said, “Our 
hope is that people from every community across the country join us by standing witness 
to this important part of Canadian history. We, as a country, need to honour these 
survivors and remember the children who were lost. We want to bring the Witness 
Blanket back to the people who helped us create it, but we can’t do this alone, we are 
asking for support to help us complete our National Tour and Feature Documentary.” 
Funds for the  Witness Blanket are being raised through the Indiegogo crowd-funding 
website. 

The Witness Blanket: Pieces of History is on display at Capilano University in North 
Vancouver October 8–November 28. If you would like to see the installation come to your 
community, go to www.witnessblanket.ca. 

Back: Mona Creeley, Lorna Standingready,  
Cindy Keewatin. Front: Ann Callahan,  
Pauline Creeley 

http://www.witnessblanket.ca/
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Panel of Perspectives on Systemic Racism toward Indigenous Peoples 
During his tour of Alberta and Northwest Conference, Moderator Gary Paterson was 
invited by the Living into Right Relations (LIRR) Conference Committee to participate in 
a panel on perspectives on systemic racism toward Indigenous peoples. About 100 
people gathered at St. Albert United Church to sit in the “uncomfortable pew” for a heart-
wrenching evening. The Rev. James Ravenscroft and Linda Robertson, co-chairs of the 
LIRR committee, invited the audience to discuss in pairs “questions they had about First 
Nations, but were always afraid to ask.” The questions were then posted and reviewed. 
Definitions of racism, systemic racism, and White privilege followed. 

Panellists then shared a personal story reflective of the system they worked in. No one 
will soon forget Charlene Bearhead’s experience as a young teacher in the Calgary school 
board system of inviting Elders into her classroom. Or Lewis Cardinal’s appearance before 
the Canadian Commission on Radio and Television as Vice-President of the Aboriginal 
Radio Network, speaking of the many barriers Aboriginal people face in telling their own 
stories. Christie Pace of the Bent Arrow Society gave us a profound insight into the life of 
an elementary student of Black Caribbean and Metis heritage. Gary Paterson told of his 
“racism of ignorance,” growing up on the West Coast in a sea of stereotypes, yet never 
being introduced to the Salish people. Reciting the poem “Doing Nothing” by Dan Gerber, 
Gary asked, “What are my responsibilities? What have I done and what might I do?” 

Audience members reflected on their earlier questions, and examined the assumptions 
behind them. The panellists then concluded with their thoughts on what action one could 
take to combat systemic racism. Paterson suggested that everyone write a letter to their 
MLA asking that Indigenous history, including residential schools and their impact, be 
given much more presence in school curriculums. The panel was taped with the hope that 
the material can be available for further anti-racism education. On November 15, a 
follow-up workshop will be held at St. Albert United Church—“Building Racial Equity in 
our Community: Moving from Conversation to Action.” 

“Pull Together” Campaign Launched to Fight Northern Gateway 
In 2012, General Council 41 passed a resolution to support the Native Ministries Council 
of British Columbia Conference in categorically rejecting construction of the proposed 
Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline. 

In December 2013, a joint review panel appointed by Environment Canada and the 
National Energy Board recommended that the Northern Gateway pipeline project be 
allowed to proceed, but with 209 required conditions. The panel’s endorsement came 
despite 96 percent of written submissions and 1,159 presenters opposing the project; only 
two presenters were in favour. In June 2014, the federal government gave the green light 
to Enbridge provided it meets all the conditions laid out by the joint review panel. Enbridge 
has said that the project could be up and running by late 2018, but may be delayed 
depending on negotiations with Aboriginal groups and the BC government. 

See KAIROS’s December 2013 commentary and analysis, “Joint Review Panel report on 
proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline Project downplays Indigenous and ecological 
concerns” (www.kairoscanada.org/category/sustainability/climate-justice). 

The Sierra Club and Raven Trust have joined together to raise money for a legal fund to 
support five BC First Nations (Gitxaala, Nak’azdli, Kitasoo/Xai’Xais, Heiltsuk, and Nadleh 
Whut’en) who have launched a judicial review of the joint review panel’s recommen-
dation. The review would be based on upholding the right to free, prior, and informed 
consent, including consultation prior to recommendations and reviews being made. There 
is a United Church presence in two of those First Nations, and many other United Church 
congregations along the proposed pipeline route. 

http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/joint-review-panel-report-on-proposed-northern-gateway-pipeline-project-downplays-indigenous-and-ecological-concerns/
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The campaign aims to raise $250,000 by the end of December, and an anonymous donor 
has agreed to match every dollar. The funds will pay for critical research, preparing 
arguments, and court time. 

At their October 2014 meetings, the Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential 
Schools and the Aboriginal Ministries Council endorsed the online campaign and agreed 
to publicize the initiative. Congratulations to Cadboro Bay United Church in Victoria for 
already hosting the Only Planet Cabaret fundraiser. The online campaign can be accessed 
at www.pull-together.ca. For more information on educating your group or fundraising, 
contact outreach@sierraclub.bc.ca. Or show the film The Future of Energy (see 
www.thefutureofenergy.org.) 

Vigils across Canada Support Public Inquiry on Missing Women 
The death of teenager Tina Fontaine in Winnipeg has led to renewed calls for a public 
inquiry into the deaths of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls. The release 
of the RCMP report indicating nearly 1,200 missing and murdered Aboriginal women 
prompted hundreds of vigils, walks, and healing circles on October 4, including 
considerable United Church participation. At their meeting in Charlottetown this past 
summer, the provincial premiers and Aboriginal leaders agreed to a roundtable on the 
issue. When the National Aboriginal Women’s Summit took place in Cape Breton, October 
20–22, meetings on the sidelines began planning the roundtable. Recently, the Canadian 
Public Health Association added its voice to the call for a federal inquiry. 

Closing Arguments at First Nations Child Welfare Tribunal 
In February 2007, the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society (FNCFCS) and the 
Assembly of First Nations (AFN) filed a complaint alleging that the Department of Indian 
and Northern Affair’s provision of First Nations child and family services was flawed, 
inequitable, and thus discriminatory under the Canadian Human Rights Act. Final 
arguments were made before the tribunal during the week of October 20–24. A ruling 
is expected in 2015, and more information can be found at www.fnwitness.ca. 

Dr. Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director of the Caring Society, spoke to the 2012 General 
Council about the inequity in funding for education for Aboriginal children on reserve 
compared to that for children in the provincial system. More information about Shannen’s 
Dream for equitable funding and healthy schools can be found at 
www.fncaringsociety.com. 

Tatamagouche Centre—Its Impact on My Life 
by Cathy Grant 
The Tatamagouche Centre has become a place of safety for me over the years. Not 
because it protects me from the world; quite the opposite, in fact. It is the place where 
I’m challenged to journey into the uncomfortable and even scary places, truly look at 
myself and all that I have incorporated into this self, recognize those things that aren’t 
helpful, kind, or fair, and change them. Not in the privacy of one-to-one therapy either. 
I go through these experiences in front of, around, and with sometimes large groups of 
people, all there to do the same. 

I am a Native woman living and working in the dominant society that doesn’t always 
value my “native-ness.” When I first became acquainted with the Tatamagouche Centre, 
I was angry. I still am. I learned that’s OK. I have a lot to be angry about. I also have 
the responsibility to express that anger in a fair way—a way that names the injustice but 
doesn’t inflict it on those around me. A way that motivates me to work to make things 
right rather than get consumed by it. A way that lets me continue to care about myself 
and other people by being respectful and being respected for it.  

http://www.pull-together.ca/
mailto:outreach@sierraclub.bc.ca
http://www.thefutureofenergy.org/
http://www.fnwitness.ca/
http://www.fncaringsociety.com/
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This process isn’t always easy or graceful, nor is it always planned or intentional. I have 
learned that some of most profound and life-changing moments arrive in unceremonious 
and unharmonious moments of surprise, confusion, emotional turmoil, uncertainty, 
identifying it, naming it, accepting new perspectives, trusting the process, and then risk-
taking which leads to transformation. Next is taking steps to fix what’s broken, both 
within myself and then around me. 

“Why do I keep coming back here?” I’ve asked myself almost every time I go through 
that process. I get the same answer every time. My life gets better every single time 
I step outside the safety of my home and take the risk of being around people. 
Sometimes it’s better because of what I have learned or come to terms with personally. 
Other times it’s because of what I taught someone else about my own teachings or about 
the accurate history of Turtle Island and its peoples. There are many things that the 
centre has put in place that allow for these transformations to happen for myself and the 
many others who experience it. Some are obvious, while others are less tangible. Some 
things I can name are the following: 

• Diverse array of workshops on social justice, spirituality, environmental issues, 
peace-building, building relationships, healthy living, leadership skills, and more. 

• Program leaders who are knowledgeable and passionate in the work they do. When 
issues of privilege and entitlement arise or conflicts between participants bubble up, 
the leadership team is trained to deal with it as it happens. 

• Programs are developed in the ASPIRE format. This is an adult model of education 
based on providing relevant and practical information along with hands-on, 
experiential teaching and reflection. 

• Food is prepared on site and made with care and concern for the participants. Many 
dietary realities are accommodated. 

• Staff are like a family who willingly invite newcomers as well as old friends. 
• Sacred spaces are created, maintained respectfully, and honoured at all times. 
• All races, cultures, and genders are welcomed and respected with many workshops and 

activities generated specifically to pique their interests and accommodate their needs. 
• Buildings and grounds are beautifully kept and maintained. Accommodations are 

comfortable and relaxing. 
• Administration and staff appreciate, value, and honour the gifts people bring with 

their life experiences and openness, and so bursaries are available whenever possible 
for those who are unable to pay for programming. 

(Cathy Grant is a Mi’kmaq woman who first got involved with the Tatamagouche Centre through the Peace and 
Friendship project, which is funded by Maritime Conference and the Mennonite Central Committee.) 

Honouring the Life of Chief Sose Onasakenrat (Joseph Swan) 
“In recognition of his dedication to Kanesatake as a leader and advocate for 
the rights of his people. Founder of the Methodist missionary at Oka. 
Translator of the Gospels into Iroquois.” 

In a ceremony initiated by great-grandson Harvey Gabriel, a 
monument was unveiled in Kanesatake on October 4 in honour of 
Joseph Onasakenat, also known as Sose Onasakenat and as Joseph 
Swan (Sept. 4, 1845–Feb. 8, 1881), a Mohawk chief of Kanesatake 
whose translations of the gospels of Mark and Luke into Iroquois are 
still used in worship today. Becoming chief at the age of 22, Joseph 
travelled to Ottawa to petition for the return of Mohawk lands held by 
the Sulpicians. An ordained minister of the Methodist Church, he 
served the Mohawk communities of Kahnawake and Akwesasne.  

The monument contribution from the Kawennenhas History Recovery 
Project was made possible with funding from the United Church. 
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Youth Write to Future Wampum Campers 
Wampum is a project to bring 15 Aboriginal and 15 non-Aboriginal youth (entering 
grades 8–10; ages 12–14) together at Five Oaks to forge new friendships across cultural 
divides, enjoy summer days together and learn about Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) history 
and cultural values. The following letter was written by a few of the 2014 Wampum 
campers who wished to impart some of their wisdom to future campers. 
 

 
 

 

 

Contact us: irs@united-church.ca 
Or follow us at: www.facebook.com/indigenousjustice 

James Scott  Cecile Fausak 
General Council Officer:  Liaison Minister: Residential Schools 
Residential Schools  780-676-0562 office cell (AB-based) 
1-800-268-3781 ext. 2032 

David MacDonald, Special Advisor: 416-686-5449 
  

This newsletter is available on the United Church website:  
www.united-church.ca/communications/newsletters/turning-page-together 

Published by the Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential Schools. 
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